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" On the other hand, if faith be taken to mean
faith in human nature and in the rationality of the
process of evolution, it is only such faith that makes
toleration possible; for to such faith the various
beliefs about which men fought so fiercely are but
'broken lights/ or partial truths, which are false
if taken to be the whole truth. That there should
be diversity of belief may even be thought of as
an advantage: there is more variety for natural
selection to work upon. There is a security against
stagnation. There is an educative influence in the
substitution of peaceable discussion for forcible
repression!"

Such faith of this kind as exists to-day is largely
based on theories of human progress from Condorcet
onwards, and it is strongly reinforced by the in-
fluence of liberal writers like Mill and Spencer, and
by the Darwinian doctrines of variation coupled
with the curiously irrational optimism that grew up
in the nineteenth century about the necessity for
everything to become better and better. Such
optimism is aptly illustrated by the extraordinary
notion tkat the survival of the fittest must necessarily
mean the survival of the best. But granting the
existence of such a faith on a large scale, we find
that the most rational-minded person has a very-
human tendency to load the dice on his own side and
to desire the utmost publicity for his own principles
as compared with those of his opponents.

Secondly, in any State which allows liberty of
discussion there must be a strong sense of internal
and external security. The safety of the people is
the supreme law, and not, as Mr C. H, Norman